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Catch Up On Google Algorithm Updates 


One of the most eventful years for Google Algorithm Updates 


e February 2023 Product Reviews Update 
e March 2023 Core Update 

e April 2023 Reviews Update 

e August 2023 Core Update 

e September 2023 Helpful Content Update 
e October 2023 Core Update 

e October 2023 Spam Update 


e November 2023 Core Update 


e November 2023 Review Update 


Which of these updates impacted your site the 
most? 
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February 2023 Product Reviews Update 


February 21st - March /th, 2023 


e This update was similar to previous review 
updates, but it was more widespread and 
impacted more languages than just 
English. 


e With some aggregate review sites 
dropping in the rankings, you have an 
opportunity to own more of the 
conversation with reviews, and your 
replies, on your own site 
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Google March 2023 Broad Core Update 


March 15th - March 28th, 2023 


e This was impactful update compared to 
previous core updates in 2022. 


e By providing strong and authoritative 
content to your audience, you can prepare 
yourself for any Google update. 


e Learn more about responding to and 


Preparing for Google Algorithm Updates 
from our Guide. 
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April 2023 Reviews Update 


April 12th - April 25th, 2023 


e The second reviews update of 2023. This 
update was significant because it 
highlights a clear focus for Google and 
shows there's often more work to be done 
after the initial update 


e |t’'s an algorithm referred to by Google as 
the “reviews system” that examines web 
pages that recommendations of products, 
services, destinations, games, movies and 
more. 
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How To Write High Quality Reviews 


Guidance provided by Google 


e Google provided a guide to help us 
understand how Google identifies high 
quality reviews. Linked here 


e Per Google, “Publishing high quality 
reviews can help people learn more about 
things they are considering’ 


e When writing reviews, focus on the quality 
and originality of your reviews, not the 
Length 


August 2023 Core Update 


August 22 - September 7th, 2023 


e This was a major update following a 
summer of high volatility, we finally got an 
official update from Google 


e Shortly after the launch of the August core 
update, Google updated its Search Central 
documentation to include that it indexes 
CSV files. 


e Per usual, Google advised site owners to 
focus on quality content as a response to 
fluctuations in search rankings. 
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September 2023 Helpful Content Update 


September 14th - September 28th, 2023 


The September update brought about three 
pivotal changes to the Helpful Content 
System's guidelines: 


1. Loosened restrictions on A.I. generated 
content 

2. Youre responsible for all of the content on 
your site, even if it comes from a 3rd party 

3. Additional advice on what to do if a 
website experiences traffic loss following 
a Helpful Content Update 


*ss conductor 


October 2023 Core Update 


October 5th - October 19th, 2023 


e This core update resulted in significant 
SERP volatility and the impact was 
widespread. 


e When dealing with the fallout of core 
updates, Google recommends reviewing 
content, expertise, and user experience for 
sites negatively impacted. 
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October 2023 Spam Update 


October 4th - October 20th, 2023 


e Google hoped to improve search results ee | 
for users worldwide with this spam update Oy = 


— « Pare 
e This update specifically targeted cloaking, Be A emi 
hacked, auto-generated, and scraped spam ON Wie OS <2 2 
\ = I =r 
e This update coincided with the October A _ = |_ 4), : 


2023 Core Update _ —— : 7 a 
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November 2023 Core Update 


November 2nd - November 28th, 2023 


e A second core update in two months. 
Again, one update is often not enough 


e Most e-comm sites avoided huge drops 
during the November shopping holidays, 
while YMYL space continued to see Google 
favoring government and academic sites 
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November 2023 Reviews Update 


November 8th - December 7th, 2023 


e This update continued the pattern that the 
Google has been leaning on over the last 
18 months of having a huge surge of 
volatility after the completion date. 


e This was the third update in 2023 
specifically targeting reviews 
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Our Predictions for 2024 
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Predictions for The World of SEO in 2024 


Time to get out our crystal ball 


e Al. Asa Tool, Not a Replacement 
e E-Comm-ification of SERPs 
e Emphasis on Performance Speed 


e March’s Core Update Signals Volatile Year 


A.l. As a Tool, Not a Repl 


e “A.l. won't replace people, but people who 
use A.l. will replace people who don’t” 


e Al. is one of the most powerful tools SEOs 
have ever been given 


e Example Use Cases 
o Writing scripts 
o Analyzing large KW sets 
o Generating content (that needs review) 


acement 


Content Score 


Guidance Score Factors 
——————— 


Primary Keywords to Target 


of these keywords with higher searct 


of top pag © rank for these keywords 


ham and cheese sliders 

ham and swiss sliders 

ham sliders 

ham and cheese sliders recipe 


ham sliders recipe 


Questions to Answer 


What kind of cheese goes with ham? 


@ The content doe a good job of answering the question, 
us Cheeses work v vith ham, but 
1ost classic for a ham and c 


sandwich, To improve, the article could provide a 


explanation for the suggested cheese types (Gruyere, Swiss, 


Red Leicester) alongside cheddar 


Is eating ham and cheese good? 


@ The content provides a detailed explanation of how t 


sandwich, but doe 


good. To improve the cont 


add a sect 


: conductor 


0% Ham and Cheese Sandwich - April ‘23 Blog 


Title tag v Target td 
Oo A Perfect Ham and Cheese Sandwich | Something About Sandwiches 


Meta description v Target td 


ndwich, the classic combo. 


Anew outline has been generated! 
v i 2 eo— i= 


Introduction 
+ Appreciating the classic ham and cheese sandwich 
* Balancing flavors and textures 


Bread selection 
* Types of bread 
+ Importance of freshness and quality 


Choosing the right ham 
+ Varieties: smoked, honey-glazed, prosciutto, turkey ham 
* Balancing saltiness and richness 


The cheese factor 
* Options: cheddar, Swiss, provolone, brie 
* Complementing flavors and meltability 


Elevating with Condiments and Fresh Elements 
* Crisp lettuce for crunch 

Juicy sliced tomatoes 
Zing from red onions or pickles 
Mustard variations and their tangy influence 
Creamy contrast of mayonnaise 
Creative spreads - Pesto, fig jam, honey mustard 
Enhancing complexity and uniqueness 


Adding freshness 
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Ecom/Amazon-ification of 
Google SERP Will Increase 


Google SERP 


Google 


laptop for beginners 


x 


U; 


a) 
se) 


e S e a r C h e . with a [ eV el of b uyl n g Shopping Perspectives Videos Images News Maps Books Flights Financ 
| nte nt tri g g era G O0Og le S F R Dp th at all ZZ For Gaming = $450 — Best Under 11.6 inches _—‘11.6 - 14 inches 
resembles an e-retailer website pan Sponsored 
(filters, ads, purchase focused — =] sg a Zo 

1 1 1 1 1 i $450 — = _ PT) 
organic listings which look like ads) — 


$Min $Max Go 


Dell Inspiron16 = Dell Inspiron 14 ~— Dell Inspiron 15 + =ASUS L210 HP Laptop 17t- ‘ 
Features Laptop - w/... Laptop - w/... Laptop - w/... Laptop cn300, 17.3 -... 
. . . (_] For Gaming $399.99 $700 $279.99 $500 $399.99 $650 $179.99 $399.99 S G E S E R P 
e Frequency and intrusiveness of this 5) terran Det Det Da ASUS Sire. hp.com 
= éseiazinis wee w+ (783) Ce Free by 2/... wee w wR (IKt) ke 
bd 2 =a Platinum Silver - Platinum Silver - Carbon Black - Black - Googe paca ta 
layout continues to increase OD wissen pcBiie:.. 25868". T86BiNe:.. ve: io 
— For Gaming Under $200 Touchscreen Best 
Screen Size 


e Potential impact to branded terms, 
some Conductor clients have seen 


Under 11.6 inches 
11.6 — 14 inches 


14 — 15.6 inches 


OOOO 


Over 15.6 inches 


20% OFF a 


Generative Alis experimental. Learn more 


When choosing a laptop for beginners, you can consider things like: 


+ Size: A laptop should be able to fit in a laptop bag and travel with you, 
+ RAM: The amount of RAM a laptop has. 
* Screen quality: The quality of the laptop's screen. 


Here are some laptops for beginners: 


Brand HP - 14" Laptop - Lenovo IdeaPad Acer Aspire 5 A51 ONotebookThinkPad ina netyor incu teieTe kasd 
Intel Celeron - Flex 5i (14) $333.00 to 40GB ot RAM. 
4GB Memory -... $296.00 
Installed Memory @ Amazon.co... , 1 
decreases of over 15% on branded finan $209 wamat-0..10+ recy 


terms where “ecom” SERP layout is 
now common 


Graphics Processor 


Drive Type 


Best Buy, 10+ 
9 3.3 mi - In stock 
4.0 %& & & & & (3.4K) 


© Free delivery 


4.4 tke & + (3.6K 


4.4 te & * (3.9K) 


This laptop has a 14-in screen, 8 GB of 
RAM, and a 256 GB drive, It weighs 3.3, 
ib, v 


This laptop has a 14-in screen, 4 to 16 
GB of RAM, and a drive capacity of 128 
GBto1TB. v 
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Emphasis on Performance Speed 


Time to get out our crystal ball 


e Google is incorporating a new metric into 
the Core Web Vitals, INP 
e INP (Interaction to Next Paint) measures , 
the time from a click to a visual indication of 
the result of the click Interaction to Next Paint 
o Ex. If you click a drop-down menu, how 


long it takes for the menu to appear 
e This is a signal from Google that your site 
need to load fast and function fast 


e \|t’s to get ahead on performance speed, like 200 ms 500 ms 
it was time to get ahead of load times in 
2015 


Google Isn’t Finished 
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More Change and Volatility to Come via Recent Soam & Core Updates 


a 


ution af Yaur Keyward Rank 2 


e Inthe first week of March Google 


announced separate Core Algorithm + : Pee eee 


Spam Updates 

e Helpful Content Updates are now 
rolled into Core Update. 

e Core update will take a month to roll 
out (new standard?) 

e All signs point to these being highly 
impactful updates. 

e Widespread reports of manual 
penalties being enacted 


Week ending Mar 9, 2024 
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SEJ - SEO 


Google March 2024 Core 
Update: Reducing “Unhelpful” 


Content By 40% 


Google's extensive March 2024 Core Update tackles low-quality content and 


introduces new spam policies targeting manipulative practices. 
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2024 Google SERP Features: 
New Strategies To 
Gain Visibility 


Wednesday, March 20, 2PM Eastern 
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Thanks for Joining! 


